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‘Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author 

and perfecter of our faith.’  
Hebrews 12:2 

Newsletter  
Bethel Baptist Church  
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Contacts@Bethel !
Enabling Minister Keith Jones      - 07944 192407 
   Ann Thelwell    - 07876 785359 !
Deacons Cathie Scott      - 01274 480470 

Gordon Sitch    - 01274 487868 
Rhona stevens – 07906 444841 !

Church E-mail - bbc.sandy@gmail.com    !
Church Secretary, bookings and Family News:   
Rhona Stevens   - 07906 444841      
rhona.stevens19@virginmedia.com

Usual Weekly Events at Bethel !
  

Sunday  10.30am: Morning Worship 

Monday   9.15am Sandy Lane Toddlers 

Tuesday  2.00pm: Tuesday Club      
   7.30pm: Line Dancing    
   

Wednesday    6.30pm: Brownies    
    7.30pm:  Guides  !
Thursday   2.00pm: Fellowship    !
Friday    7:30pm: Network Games 

  (Day/time varies check with Joe) !
Saturday         10.00am: Coffee Morning  
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!!
Dear Friends,!!
Having enjoyed the feasting of Christmas, having celebrated the good 
news that God has come amongst us in the person of Jesus, the new year 
begins. I think that christmas gives us a timely reminder in the northern 
hemisphere as, although we are past the shortest day and longest night, 
we know that much of winter is still before us until we arrive at spring. 
Even in the dark, cold, hostile and barren days of wintertime God has 
come to us.!!
The Christian calendar itself follows Christmas with a reminder of the 
slaughter of the Holy Innocents and of the martyrs . . . . . It seems that 
Christ's coming into the world did not lead to the equivalent of carefree 
days in the sun.  . . . . It seems that immediately we receive Christ our 
eyes are opened to sacrifice.!!
As we leave the old year behind and walk into the new we will be reading 
Paul's letter to the Ephesians over the coming weeks. The whole epistle 
speaks of God's extravagant love towards us then Ephesians 5:1-2 says 
"Follow God's example, therefore as dearly loved children and walk in the 
way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God." !!
At Bethel, as part of the family of God here in Sandy Lane, this year let us 
be known for our love; for God, for each other and for our community. Let 
us be generous with our love, gifts and forgiveness, even when it involves 
personal sacrifice. This is our fragrant praise offering to God. May the 
fragrance of worship and his presence meet here in Sandy Lane.!!!
! ! ! ! Rev Ann Thelwell!
! ! ! ! Enabling Minister

Pause for thought!



I will think of a password other than "password" or “forgotten it!” 
I won't worry so much. 
I will cut my hair. 
I will grow my hair. 
I will be more imaginative…. 
I will give up chocolates totally…. 100%…. Completely…. Honestly.... 
I will try to figure out why I *really* need eight e-mail addresses. 
I will stop sending e-mails to my wife (husband). 
I resolve to work with neglected children. (my own). 
I will spend less than one hour a day on the Internet… although I'm not a clock watcher. 
I will read the manual... just as soon as I can find it. 
When I hear a funny joke I will not reply, "LOL... LOL!" 
I will find out why the correspondence course on "Mail Fraud" that I bought never came 
I will always replace the gas nozzle before driving away from the pump. 
I will try to drive closer to the speed limit. 
I will keep an extra safe distance when driving behind police cars. 
I promise to clean my room once a week even though I haven't cleaned it more than once in 
the last year. 
I will always wear clean underwear, "just in case". 
I will read less books.…..A little learning is a dangerous thing. 
I will watch more TV. It's very educational.  
Work less…. Take it easy…. All work and no play can make you a dull boy or girl. 
Play more computer games. Scientists say they're good for you and improve your visual 
skills. But you always knew that. 
I resolve not to swim in any swimming pool without water. 
I resolve to stop poisoning my family with my cooking. 
To learn what on earth "resolution" means. 
I promise to stick to these resolutions for more than ……a week!! !
We often make resolutions we know we cannot keep, that justify our own wishes or ones 
that are ludicrous so there is no danger of us ever being asked to keep them. We struggle to 
better ourselves, iron out the faults, be happier but….If the Apostle Paul made New Year’s 
resolutions, maybe he’d only have one on his list:  
“[This year] I resolve to know nothing but Christ and him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2). 
Paul’s message is radically simple: Salvation is in Christ alone. What does this mean?!

! •! It’s not Christ plus your good behaviour.!          
! •! It’s not Christ plus the number of verses you memorise.!          
! •! It’s not Christ plus the perfect spouse, well-behaved children, the right job, a good           

driving record.!!
It’s simply Christ — Christ plus nothing.!

That’s Paul’s message, a message that is as right throughout this coming year as it will be in 
the year 3000. Let’s focus on Jesus, who he is, and what he did for us !

New Year's resolutions for 2015…..!



If you took up the Home Mission Challenge to help raise funds and pray, 
then please pass on any money raised to Sandra who can forward all 
donations together on our behalf……and thank you

Home Mission Challenge 

Week of prayer for Christian unity

Programme 2015  !
Sunday 18th January at the Congregational Church  
    12.30pm lunch 1pm service 
Tuesday 20th January at St.Saviours 
    12 noon service 12.30 lunch 
Thursday 22nd January here at Bethel Baptist Church 
    12 noon service 12.30 lunch  !
Please see Gordon if you can help on the Thursday

Dorothy had a letter from the BMS Birthday Scheme saying that this year 
they had raised over £300,000 in support of medical and healthcare 
ministries, transforming and saving lives around the world.  

So thank you to those who have subscribed to the Scheme this past year. 
Please also remember to save all the stamps from your Christmas cards as 
these too can raise money for BMS. 

BMS
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Focus on BMS…

 A brighter future for mums and babies in Chad!
 !
Do you want to help mums and babies in one of the toughest places on earth?  !
Many UK Christians already have, sharing health and hope in the name of Jesus, 
through a mission hospital near N’Djamena in the Chadian desert ‒ a hospital 
where BMS World Mission doctors and nurses are saving lives daily. 
 !
Poor nutrition, lack of knowledge of health issues, as well as limited facilities for 
women experiencing problems in pregnancy and childbirth, have all contributed to 
Chad being one of the most dangerous places in the world to give birth. And so, 
as part of their vision for bringing affordable, high-quality health care to the mainly 
Muslim community, BMS staff at Guinebor II Hospital (G2) have plans to build a 
new maternal health centre. And we’ve already raised over £100,000! With your 
help, we can raise more: enough to fund a building and desperately needed 
equipment. Equipment and space that will save lives and improve the health of 
countless mums and babies.!
 !
BMS are now finalising the plans for the building and equipment. Christians 
across the UK have been putting their faith into action, using the money that God 
has blessed them with to bless people they will never meet, in a part of Africa 
most of us will never see.!
 !
If you have supported this project, thank you! Please continue to journey with us 
in prayer for the important work being done at Guinebor II and for the people it 
serves

BMS Day of Prayer - 2nd February 2015



Graeme Dodds, Team Leader at Harehills Lane Baptist Church, Leeds, has been 
putting together some resources on his blog for the last 8 weeks based on linking 
classic rock music with the Bible. 
  !
Rock Goes The Gospel is a series of Monday to Friday daily devotionals that links 
themes and lyrics from classic rock music tracks from the 60s, 70s, 80s and 
modern rock songs with verses, stories and passages from the Bible. 
  
“Contained within rock music there is often some of the ‘Big Questions’ in life - 
"Who are we?" "Where are we going?" "Is there any purpose to life?" "How can I 
keep going?" "What happens when you die?" "Is there such a thing as real love?" 
"Can you ever be content in this life." "Is God out there?" "What happens when 
relationships break down?" The real stuff of life. 
  
“In rock music we often also find themes of "Loneliness" "Abandonment" 
"Rejection" "Heartache" and so on. These ‘Big Questions’ and themes are also 
questions and themes that the people of the ‘Old Book’ often ask. Sometimes in 
the ‘Old Book’ there are answers to these things, sometimes not. 
  
“In Rock Goes The Gospel there will be a 60s, 70s, 80s rock track each day from 
Youtube, the lyrics of that rock track and some devotional comments about the 
theme in the rock track and a Bible passage that fits with the rock track. 
  
“A rock devotional to set you up for the day!" 
  
You can access the blog by going to www.revgraeme.net and going to the right 
hand side of the page. You can navigate a day at a time through the last eight 
weeks.

"Rock Goes The Gospel”

http://www.revgraeme.net/
http://www.revgraeme.net/
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Meeting dates for your diary – and for Prayer !
Deacons Meetings               Tuesday January 13th 7pm   
Church Meeting        Sunday February 8th Lunch & AGM !

     Sundays in January !
4th January Alan Harris - Epiphany 
11th January Ann Thelwell Ephesians 1 
18th January TBC 
25th January Peter Clothier on Ephesians 3 !!!!

!!!!!!!!!!!!

To 

Denis (1st), Gordon (6th), Bethany (7th),  
Sue (30th), Wendy (31st) 

Tubs4Tablets	
!
Flora and Stork have teamed up with Tesco to give primary and middle 
schools the chance to get touch screen tablets – simply by collecting 
tokens in special tubs of Flora or Stork. Ruth is collecting them for a school 
with special needs children. If you can help, then put any tokens in the 

Thank you

The offering for Blenheim from the Village Carol service 
was just over £176.  

Thank you  


