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‘Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author 

and perfecter of our faith.’  
Hebrews 12:2 

Newsletter  
Bethel Baptist Church  

2015



!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
  !!!!!

Usual Weekly Events at Bethel !
  

Sunday  10.30am: Morning Worship 

Monday   9.15am Sandy Lane Toddlers 

Tuesday  2.00pm: Tuesday Club      
   7.30pm: Line Dancing    
   

Wednesday    6.30pm: Brownies    
    7.30pm:  Guides  !
Thursday   2.00pm: Fellowship    !
Friday    7:30pm: Network Games 

  (Day/time varies check with Joe) !
Saturday         10.00am: Coffee Morning  

     

Contacts@Bethel !
Enabling Minister Keith Jones      - 07944 192407 
   Ann Thelwell    - 07876 785359 !
Deacons Gordon Sitch    - 01274 487868 

Rhona stevens - 07906 444841 !
Church E-mail - bbc.sandy@gmail.com    !
Church Secretary, bookings and Family News:   
Rhona Stevens   - 07906 444841      
rhona.stevens19@virginmedia.com
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Pause for Thought…

British people are willing to invest a lot of money in 
the pursuit of love. In one of YouGov’s more 
ridiculous polls, “the average Briton”, or the average 
of the 2,245 who answered Internet questionnaires, 
spends £38,000 in their lifetime trying to find love. 
Men spend an average of £1,426 on their partner 
during the first six months of a relationship, 
including £970 on drinks and dinners, £148 on 
presents and £63 on taxis, flowers and chocolates. 

Women, on the other hand, spend £740 over the same period. It may be 
indicative of something that after a relationship has passed the 12-month 
barrier, men's spending drops off to an average £987, while that of 
women increases to £784.  
 
The Beatles were, of course, right: “Money can’t buy me love” but 
YouGov’s assumption, that that is what all this expenditure was in aid of, 
may not be true. Generosity is sometimes a way of showing delight in the 
beloved, not winning them over. Nor is money the only way of expressing 
affection. The Beatles’ “I’ll give you all I’ve got to give if you say you love 
me too. I may not have a lot to give but what I’ve got I’ll give to you” 
echoes the Marriage Service’s promise that “All I am I give to you, all that 
I have I share with you”.  
 
In the famous story Jesus told, the Prodigal Son tries to buy friendship 
with the money his father gave him in lieu of his inheritance. It didn’t 
work. It is in the way he is received on his return home, with joy and 
forgiveness, that he discovers the nature of true love. Perhaps today we 
might reflect on how we let those close to us know we love them. Most of 
them, like the one for whom Paul McCartney was singing, “want the kind 
of things that money just can’t buy”. Financial generosity may be one way 
to seal a relationship but being obviously, unconditionally and 
wholeheartedly delighted just to be with them may be more effective.  

Rev Chris Morley                       http://www.pause-for-thought.co.uk
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BETHEL YOUTH : Meeting at 7pm on Sunday Evenings, for those of secondary 
school age. Meeting Sunday June14th & 28th 

Other up coming dates are on the board in the upper hallway 

 ETHICS:1st Sunday Ethics is on June 7th at 7pm…. 

See you there!

Sunday Evenings

A father was reading Bible stories to his young son.  He read, "The 
man named Lot was warned to take his wife and flee out of the city, 
but his wife looked back and was turned to salt."  
 ……….His son asked,……. "What happened to the flea?” !
A Sunday School teacher asked her class, "Does anyone here 
know what we mean by sins of omission?"  A small girl replied:  
……..”Aren’t those the sins we should have committed, but didn’t?" !
A Sunday School teacher decided to have her young class 
memorise one of the most quoted passages in the Bible -- Psalm 
23.  She gave the youngsters a month to learn the verse.  Little 
Bobby was excited about the task, but he just couldn't remember 
the Psalm.  After much practice, he could barely get past the first 
line.  On the day that the kids were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in 
front of the congregation, Bobby was so nervous.  When it was his 
turn, he stepped up to the microphone and said proudly, "The Lord 
is my shepherd . . . and that's all I need to know!” 
    ………..Amen to that one!

From the mouths of infants….



DARING GREATLY

Congratulations

Congratulations to Iain & Megan MacBrairdy 
on the occasion of their wedding on May 30th  !!!
We wish them every 
blessing in their lives 
together

The new President of the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain, Jenni Entrican, has chosen the theme 
‘Daring Greatly: the courage to be real; the courage 
to step outside the box; the courage to follow 
Jesus’. 
Over the past 10 years Jenni’s thinking and 
activities have been largely defined by the three 
intertwining strands of re-imagining mission, 
encouraging women in leadership, and developing 

our spiritually and discipleship. 
You can read more about “Daring Greatly” on the BUGB website – 
the direct link is:- 
http://www.baptist.org.uk/Groups/257582/Daring_Greatly.aspx!

http://www.baptist.org.uk/Groups/257582/Daring_Greatly.aspx
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“Hope For Muslims”

There is a speaking tour of the UK by author Dr David Garrison entitled 
“Hope For Muslims”. 
The tour aims to be a catalyst for more prayer and more action on 
reaching out to our Muslim neighbours. 
In his book “A Wind in the House of Islam”, David concludes that never in 
the history of Muslim/Christian interaction have we seen the response to 
the Gospel we are seeing today. It is a story of how, in answer to prayer 
and in response to a religion that is becoming increasingly divided, 
thousands of Muslims are choosing to become followers of Jesus. 
David’s tour starts in Scotland, then moves to Northern Ireland and 
England – he will be in Leeds on June 11th and Bradford on June 12th - 
finishing in the London area on June 21st. 
For full details please visit the website http://hopeformuslims.org/!

The Revd Derek Allan, minister at Trinity 
Church, Rawdon, Leeds, has sent out 
an invitation to the annual outdoor 
service of thanksgiving at Buckstone 
Rock, Rawdon. It takes place on 
Sunday July 12th at 6pm. 
  
Derek writes: “Buckstone Rock is where 
our 17th century Baptist forebears would 
meet in secret to worship God according 

to their own understanding of Scripture, in defiance of the Conventicle 
Acts which were intended to restrict worship to that of the Established 
Church. 
“The service is to remember their faithfulness and also to pray for the 
many Christians around the world who are persecuted for their faith 
today. “On behalf of Trinity Church, Rawdon, we would like to invite 
anyone interested to join us.” 
 Access is via Rawdon Golf Club Car Park, Buckstone Drive, Rawdon, 
Leeds, LS19 6BB. From Rawdon traffic lights, take the A658 towards 
Bradford and turn left on to Buckstone Drive. Please bring something to 
sit on and a waterproof in case of a sudden shower. 

OUTDOOR SERVICE AT BUCKSTONE ROCK

http://hopeformuslims.org/
http://hopeformuslims.org/


“Behold, I am making all things new.” (Revelation 21 v 5)!
 !

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old 
has gone,!

the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17)!
 !
Making ALL things new – that’s the theme of this year’s YBA Assembly. 
And this year we will be trying some new things!!
 !
Instead of workshops, this year we will be presenting a series of bite-sized 
talks. And we will be welcoming for the first time Chris Bishop and friends 
from Wetherby Baptist Church to lead us in our worship.!
We are also re-introducing a children’s programme for the morning, aimed 
at four to 12-year-olds.!
We have a top speaker lined up – the Revd Lynn Green, General 
Secretary of the Baptist Union of Great Britain, who will share some 
encouraging words. There will also be encouraging stories from people 
within our churches.!
And there will be time to catch up with friends and make new ones!!
 !
So, you have the date, Saturday June 6th, the venue, South Parade 
Baptist Church, Leeds, the time, 9.30am to 3.30pm …now tell us you’re 
coming. Church secretaries have been sent the booking forms – but you 
can download attendee forms from our website on http://www.yba.org.uk/
news-updates/yba-assembly-saturday-june-6th-2015.php!!

http://www.yba.org.uk/news-updates/yba-assembly-saturday-june-6th-2015.php
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!!
Meeting dates for your diary – and for Prayer ! !
Deacons Meetings               Tuesday June 2nd & 30th at 7pm  
Church Meeting        Monday July 27th at 7.30pm 

!
        Sundays in June 

  
7th June  Paul Severs Mark 3 20-35 Jesus & Conflict 
14th June  Ann Thelwell Mark 4 1-9 Sowing 
21st June  Allen Holmes 1 Kings 11 and 12  
   Fools in positions of power Jeroboam and Rehoboam   
28th June  Keith Jones Mark 4 30-32  Mustard seeds !!!!

!!!!!!!!!!!!

!!Birthdays in June 
Irene on 25th, Emily 26th & Bev 30th !

Gideons Bible Blitz…

The Gideons are having a bible blitz on Saturday June 6th covering 
the Pennine Way and Coast to Coast routes, aiming to distribute as 
many scriptures as the Lord directs them. 
Please pray for them as they seek to pass on the scriptures and for 
those who receive them !
If you would like to contribute financially please contact: 
John McIlhinney, 1 Woodham Burn, Newton Aycliffe, Durham, DL5 


